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There were two separate programs that the club was involved in a few years ago. They were both 

spearheaded by past-president Dennis Hardoin, W4DIH (SK). He loved working with children and had 

appropriate teaching credentials. He also attended the ARRL teachers program one year. 

The Ocala program was held one day a year, just prior to end of school-year, at the Ward Highlands 

Elementary School. Dennis knew the head of the school’s Media Center. All arrangements were made 

through her. Beverly has since retired, so we’ve lost that contact. Our group of TVARC volunteers (8 or 

so) would arrive at the school early in the morning to set up antennas in the courtyard, and radios in the 

media center (ala Radio on the Square).  

One classroom at a time, the students were brought through our set-up. We had 3 teams, one team 

showed a brief video about amateur radio, another team demonstrated SSB (and Echolink) on HF, with 

students actively participating, and finally, the third team did a presentation on CW, where students were 

assigned to “send” their names on code oscillators. Once we started, it was nonstop, with classes rotating 

through the 3 sections simultaneously. We also had a 2 meter FM radio so students could talk with local 

amateurs on the 146.970 repeater. We had alerted some area hams so that they could be available to 

participate. 

The other program was much more extensive. The Villages Charter Schools has a program called Buffalo 

Adventures (BA), which offers various activities that students can participate in after they are excused at 

the end of the school day but before being picked up by their parents. TVARC provided a BA program on 

Tuesdays at the Elementary School for grades 3-4, and Wednesdays at the Middle School for grades 5-7. 

The parents paid the school for their child’s participation in these programs, each lasting 9 weeks long. 

The schools shared the revenue with the club, to cover our costs for kits to be assembled (ala Camp 

Villages).  

I was one of Dennis’ assistants on Wednesdays and sometimes substituted on Tuesdays when his 

regular assistants were not available. Each session lasted about 1-1/4 hours. We taught some basic 

electronic principles (Ohm’s Law, etc.) and then got into basic radio theory. The classes built code 

oscillators and then learned to send and receive Morse Code messages. Returning students were given 

other projects in subsequent semesters. We typically had 6-9 students enrolled each semester.  

One Middle School student, Cody Saucier KK4GMQ, passed his Technician-class FCC exam at our 

February 2012 exam session at the age of 11! TVARC voted him an honorary membership and 

purchased a hand-held FM radio for his achievement. He would sometimes check into our Monday 

evening “rag chew” net with his radio. However, I have not heard him on the air in recent years. 

Dennis’ “dream” was to get a ham radio club established at the High School with a small HF station. 

Unfortunately, he moved away from The Villages and then died before he could accomplish this goal. 

There was also some resistance from the school management regarding providing a secure location for 

the station and having an antenna, or two, on the school roof. 

I hope this has enlightened you. I can provide more details if needed. I participated in both of these 

programs for about 3 years.  

Very 73,  

Ralph Whitacre N8RW 


